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bewisfon Site 
For N-Dump 

By DOUGLAS TURNER 
iVcu r Waahrngton Rure~au 

WASHmGTON - me Depart- 
ment of Energy has rejected a con- 
sultant's plan to send all of the gov- 
ernment's low-level atomic waste in 
the Nostheat to the town of Lewis- 
ton, a DOE spokesman sa id  

Ttre mrrsultant, Bechtel Nation- 
al, said in a &-aft report last May 
tkat ahe W E  ought to transfer the 

eavtio& optimism in Lewis-n. 
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%,600 t~ns of m t e  in dumps in 
usetts, New Jersey and 

in New York to th?p 
Niagara Falls Storage Site. 

The site, formerly known as the 
W e  Ontario Ordnance Works, al- 
ready fias, f b p  tons of waste prod- 
ucts brow tlie World War 11 Man- 
hat@% Psowt;-Whlch developed the 
f h t  a w i e  bomb. Part  of the 
waste at the site, 10 miles north of 

12ep. John J. LsFalce, D-Town of 
Tolrawanda, who had complained 
angrily about the recommendation 
and the way the DOE had kept it 
*set for five months. - 

have . . . instructed Bechtel 
inate further study of the 

use of the Niagafa Falls Storage 
Site as a regional disposal site," 
said Franklin E. Coffman, an act- 
ing director in the DOE'S office of 
nuclear energy, in the letter to Rep. 
LaFalfe. 

Mr. Coffman's letter seemed to 
hedge on whether the W E  ulti- 
mately would accept the Bechtel 
proposal when it said that the DOE 
would use the wnsultant's engineer- 
ing data to determine what to do 
with the Lewiston property. 

HOWEVER, W A T  was clarified 
by a spokesman for Mr. Coffman, 
Phllip Gamn, who told The Buffalo 
N w s  that "for all practical pur- 

we haw ruled out that site" 
plaw where the region's low- 

level n u e l a r  wastes would be 
collected. 

"We kave ended %ur studies 
along those lines," said Mr. Garon. 
" W l e  one can" say what circum- 
stances might be 20 years from 
now, we have no future plans" to 
m&e the Niagara Falls Storage 
Site a regional d e p i t o r y .  ' 

Rep. LaFalce wrote to the W E  
on i k t .  l2 to complain about the 
draft report and the fact that he 

abou t  it in newspaper 
reprts. 

"It is impassible to compre- 
kd," Rep, LaFalw wrote to the 
DOE offictals," how such a deter- 
mination, even in draft form, could 
rationally be m d e  without full con- 
sultation wlth me,  my Citizens 
Ovr?rSight ammi t t ee ,  other local 
elected officiah and without the full 
and thornugh wnsideration of all 
the a l t e m t i v a ~ . ' ~  

On Qct. 27, RRp. LaFalce wrote 
that he had heard that the Bechtel 
proposal was gaining "momentum" 
witbin the DOE and might soon be 
made DOE policy. He was joined in 
his protest to Energy Secretary 
James B. Edwards by Sens. Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan, D-N.Y., and Al- 
fonse M. D'Amato, R-N.Y. 

The congressmen told the were- 
taw that the Bechtel plan repre- 
sen(ed a departure from the WE's 
l%l decision, endorsed by Con- 

See LEVJlSYON 
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